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HOUSE BI LL 2542

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legislature - 1998 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Milliken, Thonpson, Cairnes, DeBolt, MMrris,
Sherstad, Koster, M el ke, Sunp, Bush, Johnson, D. Sommers and Schoesl er

Read first time 01/ 15/98. Referred to Comm ttee on House Gover nment
Ref orm & Land Use.

AN ACT Rel ating to all ow ng rural counties to renove thensel ves and
their cities fromthe planning requirenents of the growth managenent
act; anendi ng RCW 36. 70A. 040; adding a new section to chapter 36.70A
RCW and decl aring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW36. 70A. 040 and 1995 c 400 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Each county that has:

(a) Both a population of fifty thousand or nore and, until May 16,
1995, has had its popul ation increase by nore than ten percent in the
previous ten years or, ((en—er—after)) beginning May 16, 1995, through
June 30, 1998, has had its popul ation increase by nore than seventeen
percent in the previous ten years((s;));._or

(b) On or after July 1, 1998, has both a population of sixty
t housand or nore and has had its population increase by nore than
seventeen percent in the previous ten years, and the cities |ocated
W thin such county, and any other county regardless of its popul ation
that has had its popul ation i ncrease by nore than twenty percent in the
previous ten years, and the cities located within such county, shal
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( ( eonformwth—all—ef—therequirerents—of—this—ehapter)) plan under

this section. However, the county legislative authority of such a
county with a population of less than fifty thousand popul ati on may
adopt a resolution renoving the county, and the cities |ocated within

the county, fromthe requirenents ((ef—adepting—conprehenstvetanduse
plans—and—develeprent—regulat+ons—under—t-his—ehapter)) to plan under

this section if this resolution is adopted and filed wth the
departnment by Decenber 31, 1990, for counties initially neeting this
set of criteria, or within sixty days of the date the office of
financi al managenent certifies that a county neets this set of criteria
under subsection (5) of this section.

Once a county neets either of these sets of criteria, the
requi renent to ((eenformwthall—oeftherequirenrents—ofthis—chapter))
pl an under this section renmains in effect, evenif the county no | onger
nmeets one of these sets of criteria.

(2) The county legislative authority of any county that does not
nmeet either of the sets of criteria established under subsection (1) of
this section nay adopt a resolution indicating its intention ((te—have

subseetion—{1)—ef thisseetion—apply—te)) that the county plan under
this section. Each city, located in a county that ((eheoesesto—plan))
adopts a resolution under this subsection, shall ((eenrfermwth—all—of
therequirerments—of—this—<ehapter)) plan under this section. Once such
a resol ution has been adopted, the county and the cities | ocated within
the county remain subject to all of the requirenents of this
((ehapter)) section, unless the county renoves itself, and the cities
|ocated wthin the county, from the requirenent to plan under this
section under the procedures in subsection (7) of this section.

(3) Any county or city that isinitially required to ((eenfermwth
aH—ef—theregqutrerents—oefthis—ehapter)) plan under ((subseetien—{1)r
ef)) this section shall take actions under this chapter as foll ows:
(a) The county | egislative authority shall adopt a county-w de pl anni ng
policy under RCW 36.70A 210; (b) the county and each city |ocated
wi thin the county shall designate critical areas, agricultural |ands,
forest lands, and mneral resource |ands, and adopt devel opnent
regul ations conserving these designated agricultural |ands, forest
| ands, and mneral resource lands and protecting these designated
critical areas, under RCW 36.70A.170 and 36. 70A.060; (c) the county
shal | designate and take other actions related to urban growh areas
under RCW 36. 70A. 110; (d) if the county has a population of fifty
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t housand or nore, the county and each city located within the county
shal | adopt a conprehensive plan under this chapter and devel opnent
regul ations that are consistent with and inplenent the conprehensive
plan on or before July 1, 1994, and if the county has a popul ati on of
| ess than fifty thousand, the county and each city |ocated wthin the
county shall adopt a conprehensive plan wunder this chapter and
devel opnent regulations that are consistent with and inplenment the
conprehensive plan by January 1, 1995, but if the governor nakes
witten findings that a county with a population of less than fifty
thousand or a city located within such a county is not naking
reasonable progress toward adopting a conprehensive plan and
devel opnent regul ati ons the governor may reduce this deadline for such
actions to be taken by no nore than one hundred eighty days. Any
county or city subject to this subsection nmay obtain an additional six
months before it is required to have adopted its devel opnent
regul ations by submtting a letter notifying the departnent of
community, trade, and econom c devel opnment of its need prior to the
deadline for adopting both a conprehensive plan and devel opnent
regul ati ons.

(4) Any county or city that is required to ((eenfermwth—al—the
regquirerments—ofthis—ehapter)) plan under this section, as a result of
the county legislative authority adopting its resolution of intention
under subsection (2) of this section, and the county has not renoved
itself, and the cities |located within the county, fromthe requirenent
to plan under this section under the procedures in subsection (7) of
this section, shall take actions under this chapter as follows: (a)
The county legislative authority shall adopt a county-w de planning
policy under RCW 36.70A. 210; (b) the county and each city that is
|ocated wthin the county shall adopt developnent regulations
conserving agricul tural [ands, forest |ands, and m neral resource | ands
it designated under RCW 36. 70A.060 within one year of the date the
county legislative authority adopts its resolution of intention; (c)
the county shall designate and take other actions related to urban
growt h areas under RCW 36. 70A. 110; and (d) the county and each city
that is located within the county shall adopt a conprehensive plan and
devel opnent regulations that are consistent with and inplenment the
conprehensive plan not |ater than four years fromthe date the county
| egislative authority adopts its resolution of intention, but a county
or city may obtain an additional six nonths before it is required to
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have adopted its developnent regulations by submtting a letter
noti fying the departnent of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent
of its need prior to the deadline for adopting both a conprehensive
pl an and devel opnent regul ati ons.

(5 |If the office of financial mnmanagenent certifies that the

popul ation of a county that ((previeusty—hadnet—been—+equiredto))

does not plan under ((subseetion—(H—er—(2r—o6f)) this section has

changed sufficiently to neet either of the sets of criteria specified
under subsection (1) of this section, and where applicable, the county
| egi slative authority has not adopted a resolution renoving the county
fromthese requirenents as provided in subsection (1) of this section,
the county and each city within such county shall take actions under
this chapter as follows: (a) The county |egislative authority shal
adopt a county-wi de planning policy under RCW 36.70A 210; (b) the
county and each city located within the county shall adopt devel opnent
regul ati ons under RCW 36. 70A. 060 conserving agricul tural |ands, forest
| ands, and m neral resource lands it designated within one year of the
certification by the office of financial managenent; (c) the county
shal | designate and take other actions related to urban growh areas
under RCW 36. 70A. 110; and (d) the county and each city located within
the county shall adopt a conprehensive |and use plan and devel opnent
regul ations that are consistent with and inplenent the conprehensive
plan within four years of the certification by the office of financial
managenent, but a county or city may obtain an additional six nonths
before it is required to have adopted its devel opnent regul ati ons by
submtting a letter notifying the departnment of community, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent of its need prior to the deadline for adopting
bot h a conprehensive plan and devel opnent regul ati ons.

(6) A copy of each docunent that is required under this section
shall be submtted to the departnent at the tinme of its adoption

(7) The county legislative authority of any county wth a
popul ation of less than fifty thousand that is required to plan by

reason of adopting a resol ution under subsection (2) of this section,

and any county with a population of less than fifty thousand that at

any tine has had the authority to renove itself fromthe requirenents

of this chapter by adoption of a resolution under subsection (1) of

this section, may renove the county and the cities |ocated within the

county from the requirenent to plan under this section under the

procedures in this subsection.
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(a) By Decenber 31, 1998, the county legislative authority, by
majority vote, nmay adopt a resolution stating its intent to renove the
county, and the cities |located within the county, fromthe requirenent
to plan under this section and submt the resolution to the cities
| ocated within the county.

(b) If the county has two or nore cities, the county and the cities
| ocated within the county are no |longer subject to the requirenent to

pl an:
(i) If within sixty days of subni ssion of the resolution of intent,

amjority of the cities adopt resolutions concurring inthe resolution
of the county; or

(ii) If the cities do not concur within sixty days under (b) (i) of
this subsection, if a resolution renmoving the county and the cities
|located within the county from the requirenent to plan under this
section is submitted to and approved by a majority of the registered
voters in the county at the next general election.

(c) If the county has one city, the county and the city |ocated
within the county are no |longer subject to the requirenent to plan:

(i) If within sixty days of subm ssion of the resolution of intent,

the city adopts a resolution concurring in the resolution of the

county; or

(ii) If the city does not concur within sixty days under (c) (i) of
this subsection, if a resolution renoving the county and the city
|located within the county from the requirenent to plan under this
section is submitted to and approved by a majority of the registered
voters in the county at the next general election.

(d) Acounty, and the cities |located within the county, that are no
longer required to plan under this section remain subject to the

requi renents for the designation and protection of critical areas and
the designation of natural resource |ands under RCW 36.70A. 060(2),
36. 70A. 170, and 36. 70A. 172.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. A newsectionis added to chapter 36. 70A RCW
to read as foll ows:

If a resolution is adopted or approved under RCW 36. 70A. 040(7)
removing the county and the cities located within the county fromthe
requirenent to plan under this chapter, any claim pending before a
board or court that relates to the requirenent to plan under this
chapter is noot and the claimshall be dism ssed.
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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